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VdH Books

“The  most beautiful wine cellars in the world” provides 

a unique perspective on the most beautiful, impressive 

and atmospheric cellars through which many a wine enthusiast 

would gladly be allowed to wander. An intercontinental journey 

through both ancient, hidden-away ‘treasure troves’ as well as 

latter-day wine cellars held by wine producing domaines, 

wine merchants, hotels, restaurants and private individuals.

This magnificent book introduces you to the most beautiful 

of wine cellars in France, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Germany, Austria, 

Hungary, the Lebanon, Belgium, the Netherlands, Monaco, Sweden, 

Switzerland, the United Kingdom, Canada, the United States and China.

Wine connoisseur Jurgen Lijcops, who has worked as sommelier and 

chef-sommelier in a variety of leading restaurants, coordinated the entries.

Thanks to the hundreds of full-page photographs and splendid details, 

you are able to take a fantasy tour passing alongside musty bottles 

centuries old, wrought iron gates in subterranean tunnels and grottos, 

wine racks stretching for kilometres, cellars not open to the public, 

wine archives, ageing cellars, glass wine cellars and contemporary 

cellars fitted with the very latest in gadgetry.
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Granqvist Vinagentur is a wine merchant that imports and retails 

quality wines and spirits from all over the world. The fi rm has its 

premises in the Swedish town of  Tidaholm at a place with the 

intriguing name of  Vulcan Island. This islet in the River Tidan is 

home to VinContoret Vulcanön, built in 1894 as the headquarters of  

the match manufacturer Vulcan. After Granqvist Vinagentur bought 

the building in 2005, it was renovated under the direction of  architect 

Ulla Antonsson (of  White Architects in Gothenburg). VinContoret 

opened its doors one year later. Alongside a splendid wine cellar there 

is also an art gallery and a restaurant for private functions. Those 

who feel like leaving Sweden’s shores can book themselves a range of  

gastronomic journeys to a variety of  European destinations.

The wine cellar has an area of  450 m2 (4,800 sq. ft) and is 

concealed beneath the courtyard next to the 1894 building. The space 

below the old house is used for wine tastings and conferences. A new 

tunnel links the two cellars together. A variety of  materials was used 

to build the wine cellar: concrete, limestone, gravel, iron and oak. The 

extremely contemporary, minimalist design is stunning. At present 

approximately 10,000 bottles are stored in the cellar, although it has 

a total capacity of  50,000. In fact the cellar is not only used to age 

VinContoret’s wines but businesses and private individuals can also 

rent part of  it. The large open-plan cellar contains iron cages, each 

with six compartments. They all have their own entrance hatch and can 

be locked.

VinContoret
Sweden, Tidaholm

Tidaholm  
Sweden
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